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EFarthquake defences
The Lae de Serre-Poccon has a wit loot in the Haae
Alpes and Alpes-de-Haute- Provenioe d fareements,
berwenn Gap and the labian beder: Mouniains loom
over it — darik ciffs cellecring in the dream-bhe wister -
&l green fields amd foress freckle s shomes

(e of Eugopa's largest artifical lakes, Serne-Pongan
v created by damming the nebedlions Biver Duranee
just domsmarream of ics moeeting with the Ubaye, 3 placid
e rway that fummldes for 560 kilmmetres fam the Gal
o Lorget. The Durance regularty fooded i valley and
displnced oo destrowed [rs inhabritanes, [n 1885 o dam

wins proposed o gune the river; Gnally, alser dicpdes of
resp i, 8 SCRtiThoTm f‘JﬂEI‘gﬂ"d m 1945

The smswer was an enrth dam inspired by American
rechmigues. Barih, rather than conorete, can cops with
the defnrmatice: caused by eanbequakes an imporang
considermion hecpuse the lale vl i) 0SSRk 2one
wWnrk started in 1955 and ook moere thin four years;
theee million aubic metres of easth were moved,
an garth-core dam 123 metnes high v creaced and
gracually the valley was flocded. Four villages and the
Chantelombe raffaay visdect dissppeanad; and 1,506
peaple, plis their liveaock, were mosnd w villages
Tislsesy g ke wnlley saches,

Tordimy, the Lac de Serve-Porgen is ons oof FranGe’s
larpest areas dedicaped w pecreacional acivides;
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Walemparts, ocling, hiking, fiying, skiirg and climbsng
alf eake place of and around thi vt by of wamgay

50, hemar best ko explane it A sessing anlick: led ma
i Lincliscovered Alps, o famidy besiness spedfalising in
activity holidays in and armund Gap, inchiding the kake,
Afvet chamineg to Sally Guillsurme, who besds s
bilfiress, \wo smreed that a Crcle tour wins an ideal wery
00 expiore the lake chore. By dhance, she and Lamenr
Patssae, her mxgert nammsin bike gumcks, bl
recenily creamd a o, go ey hsberd Daancin and
Teoubd be gl
traiblzrers

W wonild cycle
from Barookonnete
i the foothilk of
the Prireengad Alpe,
il the banks of
the Bnver Lhive o
the lake. Heading
anti-chockaise
artnd ics shores, we would fish, 2 weelk fater, b che
dar irgelf, after enjoving a hedonistic hlerwf of easy
rewacs A trails, and techndcal macks. What could
pemstbly g wrong?

A week bedore we were dis 1o arive in
Barclormens, | Brake oy g, Hining forpotien 1o pake
ol mavel insmrance, | persuaded the doetors that
a fratiived fibuli wes oy life-threstening ard 1'd
fine, honestly, just habbling. Ther T phoned Sa )

T ey Astomrishment, she was sereng "Thar's fo
Problem, You oan hire an electric bk, It's juesr | k@
ricding a mogigain bike, bur 3 msior dews the wnrk)

i, "We sugest then so memd JTOURS,

guests want hard-core cyeling and pihed &
Yuumger children, prefer to temed (0 somdn

An eerivie hike? What fun! Wil Dhumcan packed
packded sharts and racing sripes, | hodged a@niumlis
peale of caprl panes and a few- WS 1 SUiECise, We
coakl ride the same renite, b af g wnukd e
Ewealing - and foe onee, M.

S eersuaded the doctors
¥t a fractured fibula was
S0t life-threatening and
£ be fine, just hobbling

Gentle accelar;
Picking cur wery byt ¥X0%F France, vin sky-sesaping
Alpiee passes 4 S ar hintam villages, v drched
in RBaredanng T8y
1gh Laurent had smured him i

P-speecifacation, fall suspension
aroughe o helmet and & smile, reachy
titl on an electric hicyce,

Hoack hndiehars and a hapery pack
i the Mok ok, With its top spead of 97k 4t and
ange af aroend 60 kibumeerrnes, alt § bl oo do was
arge the battery in our hote] sack righe and iy

S beg was 82 pood a2 forporen,

AT & beief o of the pantrals — pedal & e
FOHEtS 3 et it seloct vour speed, sic back and
ela® - 1 hopped on ra the seqt Chonsing the Shopees
s, | pushend the pedals and sorelernred zEntly
Suaddiendy 1 was mming up an indine, an g bicycke,
wathiaur making the slighses sffan. 1 ws fantastic.

I'marvied my new friend Emnie, sarsed grinming and
dido’t S0 smiling fer o wesk:

Barceiomnette i 4 charming Tiftle tovwn wich
A mrange back-story. It 15 home to 45 Mexican il
sxmraagant houses bull benween 1860 and 1990 wigh
femey mide by cotreprenimnies from (he village whi
emmigraned to Masico, made their Sy runes in the fabydie
sty snd rensrned with § few seritage, The cobhled
sreets giily paineed buidings and shops wath Mevican
art g saarreal iy this Alpine emdnoamens '

a wanderful place o st & joumey,

Chur acesmmodsticn here, as throusgbour the haliday,
s organked by Undiscavered Alps, in Barcelopmsize
i wag an dbdige an the fringe of ey, Wariomshy
a Hosmnan senlement, priore and & farme T e
cheerfilly hasts walkers, oycdists and passote-dy in sy
PO With panicansc wews, We met Lawren? here fur
a chat abour the ruge. He has boen 5 meancain bije
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s mumber for any

mirroes the hpr Soan we crossed the River Libage and
miaindered through stamds of Madintromenn pine mees.

‘wiweer Lompletefes nos.cam

The walley narvowed, sreams bounced dmen: steep mek
shoas amd v Find pliimgesss: of ,|||:|l,l|--|_',u'pp|-_ld peaks and
futed cliffe. The forest omek wes & pentle raller-coaster
siooath enangh for Ernde b still fum fos Dumcan, 1 was
15 kilemetres of melow riding po Méolars, a bgea
village wich o chiich pencled on g ek,

Wi exitied o a road that was barehy wade enough far
the bikes, and which soon morpked o besytifl
single track. Juea & thvings stamed 1o cyverdhear for Ermie
and o, we emerged an o a road beside n rafting
certng Here (s where Salbfs genies went ino overdrive
Ao Dumscan comEimied i Syt o technique-pesting
erag, | fapped insn a far velling radt ardd Aoaped
dovnstream i Le Lauzet-Uhaye, Emee falloving lm re
rafters” van. This 15 the moss il sectkon of fdver;
white-water enthisdasts cn apr for rapids up m egpeT
gradke, Pail [am 4 calmewaier g ar heart.

Le Lamrzet-Uibaye 15 anschored by the river, boasting
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The water was turquoise
and the air smelt like
Provence; it was as if we
were on a fresh new planet




feiry plan d'sau with Fehermen, pienickers and
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1 wischict that fascinated me in the Daie de
relivuibe W g of che mihway lioe that we now

;:-md dern the walley, A seriss of ness led 0 oo

Flafie showe; pre-wimned, we had ead weches

hehed tmoour cyeling beleners, The firse wmnel is the

1,7 s of damog dariness. We wabbled
thu! blzck, Balamee ket as vision wis swalkewed, i

wedd @ liferime hedore we glimpsed daylight.
IThe tusmels becamss shorter and suddenby vee s
laks: The wmer was turguodse aned the air senelr like
yonoe: frwis s 8 we wers on a fresh new gl
Euing & road, we cycled 2 the chapel and cemetery
B the vilkige of Do, whiose sumny micro
e earreed i1 Che nickname La Perir ffoe, before i
b i aped by waier,

nderwater village
the beginning af the 20th cersury, Ul had
{shaps and artisans serving a popralstion af 220,
h-_" presisste ngaing e bammps were overwhielmed
;:.1,: e o ool the Rhver Durance and provide
wepheiciy. A chilean, chusch and houses wene
amined befare the water armved. Cindy the cemelers
g seved, rebovaned 300 metres higher up the bifsde,
Fanrwmally, sivee July 1972, an the initie v of
{Emile Db, mavpor of Uhaye from 1944 w 1952,
Ere is a gathering of fomilies, friends and
:|1|.|a-:|'.i_+em O the dioor of the new chapel, the
Bamine (5 labd our in capeful printng: asemnly,
Eriif, picniic and omvivial game of boules
{1 mond in the Emmaculate canetery, looking past the
'p,n:‘l headinames and bright flowers, w the caln waesr
fehe o il b, [ erind 0oy picrme: vaihat Loy below -
E ruined |ouges, shanened Hves and cutlines of Gelds
ir_-:euj ot grased, Then § thaught of Laarent, who
Ll “There ae rwo ways to ook =it Ooe 8 with
B far che Farnilies who wese forond o mave. The
ber & eo reslize that their villiges and lhes wens efiten
famger fram the uncenrrallahle fooding; they
pee movedd eventoally, The econcrmy of this

E pren n."I'I'I:H'II..Iisl:.- hﬁcarl i
i prubtend Jikea goesams i

fo. Prusing T recover ipt
i;etl.;m;mruncl ek
_Fthe ormage. o
ke walleys sk,

waith the

jirw i che lake
e glimpses of

ich I.Jl.'-c the il bar suck wnh me fora v W

Demesedles Cniffles. Thiesse shade eplas, formed from
oMol com

% tilalhy, wirh h-ﬁ:-rl-.r. '-'E'I:I,bhll'l:g_ L b BHE boms.
o pach beside them Far a closer ook,

alpstispatie wias Hitted Eclen Loc, which bas
1 elevanad posickan and wide-angle views of the ke,
Franty {13 ghass-sided resmum [ warched wind patsems
o1 the water = the surfoce i large eivoaih o behave
like the gea. As zm mecpaisiv vl Wi served, a soorm
redled i froem pieshiers and the lafe deappeared
Eeehinud a grey vedl, emerging less than o mizte later,
fresh and brighe.

In the moming, we loaded the bikes on &
a menorhoar for o life scross e ke, As wellas
explaring the shores, we wintad o feel life oo the
water; a0, This was an klead way 1o cut out a busy
sption of road. We chirmed past windsurfers and
saikirs, acpelermimg under the Pots de Savines, which
rises Wi metres fam the lake bed

We disernharked ar the jemy i Bade Saimt-Michel,
famed for the chaps thar sas on a recky island. The
darms planmers had ineended o demolish the tusiding,
Betore realizing that its perch veas just high encugh o
aveiidd the flood. Bt is noew a protecied monument and
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